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THE PLANET DOG FOUNDATION'S HAITI MATCHING GRANT FUND 
RAISES FUNDS FOR NATIONAL DISASTER SEARCH DOG FOUNDATION  
Portland, ME (February 17, 2010) - The Planet Dog Foundation (PDF) is proud to announce that its Haiti Matching Grant Fund has raised a total of $16,000 for the National Disaster Search Dog Foundation thanks to the generous support of donors and an $8,000 matching grant by the Joanne Woodward Newman and the Newman's Own Foundations.  

The funds are being used to support the work of the dogs and handlers that make up the Canine Disaster Search Teams in Haiti who are trained to identify dangerous situations in rubble zones like those created in the aftermath of the recent earthquake.  As clean up teams are working to remove some of the wreckage in Haiti, disaster search dogs are being used to alert handlers and searchers for toxins, explosives and other potentially hazardous materials.

Founded in 1996, the National Disaster Search Dog Foundation (SDF) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, non-governmental organization based in Ojai, California whose mission is to strengthen disaster response by recruiting rescued dogs and partnering them with firefighters and other first responders to find people buried alive in the wreckage of disasters. They offer the professionally trained canines and an ongoing training program at no cost to fire departments. And they ensure lifetime care for every dog in their program: once rescued, these dogs never need to be rescued again.  For more information, please visit www.searchdogfoundation.org.
"We are very proud to be a part of the generous Portland community, and to help support those dogs that are helping people in need," says Kristen Smith, the Executive Director of the Planet Dog Foundation.  "Thanks to the matching grants from PDF and the Joanne Woodward Newman and Newman's Own Foundations, every single contribution PDF received for the Haiti Matching Grant Fund was quadrupled," adds Smith.

The Planet Dog Foundation is Planet Dog's non-profit arm that specializes in grant funding for programs that work with dogs to help people in need.  Planet Dog, the Portland-based designer, developer and retailer of award-winning and socially responsible products for dogs, is proud to donate 2% of every sale to PDF.

PDF provides cash grants to non-profit programs throughout the country that train, place and support dogs who help people in need.  Since 2006, PDF has given away more than a half a million dollars in cash grants and in-kind product donations.  For more information, please visit www.planetdogfoundation.org.
Paul Newman was committed to helping make the world a better place. To carry on his philanthropic legacy, Newman’s Own Foundation donates all net royalties and profits after taxes it receives from the sale of Newman’s Own products to charities worldwide.  Paul Newman and Newman's Own Foundation have donated more than $285 million to thousands of charities around the world.  For more information, please visit www.newmansownfoundation.org.
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